
 
History of Crissie Caughlin Park: Condensed 
 
Crissie Caughlin Park was built and named after Christine “Crissie” Caughlin. The park was part of the 
Lakeridge development and originally part of the Caughlin Ranch. The Lakeridge Developers, Alan Mears 
and Sam Jaksick, Jr, purchased the land from Betsy Caughlin Donnelly and Syrene Caughlin Seagrave, 
daughters of Crissie Caughlin.  
 
Crissie Andrews was born in Washoe City to George and Bettie Andrews in 1866. In 1874, her father 
moved to Reno to try his hand at Ranching. He purchased land west of Reno on the Old Verdi Road, now 
known as Mayberry Drive. To remedy the dryness of his new land, George dug a ditch from the Truckee 
River to his new property. The ditch became a vital agricultural water source known as “The Last Chance 
Ditch,” and remains in operation to this day.  
 
Crissie inherited the ranch after the divorce of her parents and the untimely death of her brother. In 
1895, she married Sheriff William H. Caughlin. The ranch then became known as Caughlin Ranch, but 
ownership remained in Crissie’s name. Decades after Crissie’s death, her grandchildren decided to sell 
the land.  
 
Don Lonie, a property developer from Portland, Oregon, made the trip to Reno to examine the ranch. He 
decided to option the entire property, and spent several years having the land surveyed and engineered, 
eventually creating a master plan. Don wanted to retain the feeling of wide-open spaces with walking 
paths and jogging trails. He traded two sections of beautiful, forested property on the top of the ridge to 
the Bureau of Land Management so that no one could ever build on it. They also created Crissie 
Caughlin Park, Betsy Caughlin Donnelly Park and Horseman’s Park. The dream he expected to take 20 
years was completed in half that time.  
 
[For pictures of Crissie and other historical information, visit: http://renohistorical.org/items/show/165] 
 

History of Crissie Caughlin Park, Betsy Caughlin Donnelly Park, and Horseman’s Park 

Write up by: Patti Poston 
 
Crissie Caughlin Park and Betsy Caughlin Donnelly Park were built and named after Crissie Caughlin and 
her daughter, Betsy. These two parks along with Horseman’s park located off of Skyline Boulevard were 
part of the Lakeridge development and originally part of Caughlin ranch. The Lakeridge Developers, Alan 
Mears and Sam Jaksick, Jr, purchased the land from Betsy Caughlin Donnelly and Syrene Caughlin 
Seagrave, daughters of Crissie Caughlin.  
 
Crissie Caughlin family background: 
Crissie Andrews was born in Washoe City to George and Bettie Andrews in 1866. In 1850, George 
Andrews left his home in New York for San Francisco where he began work at a sawmill owned by 
William Hughes. There, he met William’s sister, Bettie. After a flood destroyed the sawmill, Bettie moved 
away with her family to Aurora, Colorado. Despite the distance, and through correspondences over the 
years, George and Bettie decided to marry in 1862 in San Mateo, California. Bettie stayed in California to 
housekeep while George hauled lumber across Washoe Valley to the Virginia City Mines. They had their 

http://renohistorical.org/items/show/165


first child, Benjamin, followed by two twins that did not survive. Then, on September 6, 1866, Christine 
“Crissie” Harriet Andrews was born. 
 
In 1874 Virginia City suffered an economic downturn and George moved his family to Reno to try his 
hand at ranching. He purchased land west of Reno on the Old Verdi Road, now known as Mayberry 
Drive. The land was initially too dry for ranching, but fortunately George was able to use his engineering 
background to design and dig a ditch from the Truckee River to his new property. The local people called 
the ditch “The Last Chance Ditch” because it was the last place to get water from the Truckee River on 
the Nevada side of the stateline between California and Nevada. The ditch brought vital water to farms 
along the south side of the Truckee River and remains in operation today.  
 
Crissie gains ownership of the ranch: 
Over time, the strain of ranching proved to be too much for the couple’s marriage, and Bettie eventually 
divorced George for drunkenness, adultery, and abusive language. From the divorce, Bettie gained 
ownership of the ranch, 40-acres of which went to her daughter, Crissie. However, with the heartache of 
divorce and the sudden death of her son two years later, Bettie was no longer able to operate the ranch. 
Crissie was left to support her mother and take charge of the ranch. 
 
Crissie worked tirelessly to make the ranch a success, but because of the era in which she lived, she had 
to make a choice; either sell her ranch, or marry a man that would allow her keep it. On February 12, 
1895, she married Sheriff William H. Caughlin (30 years her senior). The ranch then became known as 
Caughlin Ranch, but ownership remained in Crissie’s name. 
 
In 1896, Crissie’s mother died, leaving Crissie to inherit the entire 2,070-acre ranch. Crissie continued to 
buy property until she owned nearly 6,000 acres of the Truckee Meadows. This acreage spanned from 
Hunter Creek in the west, Ferris Lane in the east, to Skyline Boulevard in the southwest, and into the 
foothills where the Caughlin Ranch shopping center and housing are today. 
 
A new home: 
Crissie’s family eventually outgrew their house in Reno, which was located off of Mill Street. They 
wished to move their family to their ranch, but Mr. Caughlin was averse to build a house on the 
property. Instead, he had a house moved from Virginia City to their ranch. Due to the state of decline in 
Virginia City, many elegant homes had been left vacant. The house he chose was originally a Virginia City 
orphanage and likely dates to ca. 1865-1867, and closed in 1897. William Caughlin had the two-story 
building disassembled and transported to Reno between ca. 1901-1904 (estimated) — quite a feat at the 
time for a such a large house. Today, visitors can identify the white ranch house on the corner of 
Mayberry and McCarran as home to the Garden Shop Nursery. 
 
During the Depression: 
At this time, Crissie’s property reached from the Truckee River to what is now Skyline Boulevard. Crissie 
continued to run the ranch through the hard times of the depression raising alfalfa, cattle, and other 
domestic ranch animals. During the hardest part of the depression, she was forced to sell off portions of 
her land to support herself and her family. Her husband, who was thirty years her senior, passed away, 
but she continued to run the ranch with the help of her two daughters and son.  
 



Crissie’s death and the creation of the parks: 
Crissie passed away on August 3, 1955 at the age of 88. She left the undivided ranch to her three 
children: William Caughlin, Syrene Seagrave, and Elizabeth Donnelly. By the 1980s all three were in their 
eighties and were advised that it would be best, for tax purposes, to sell the land. Don Lonie, a property 
developer from Portland, Oregon was told of Caughlin Ranch by a family friend and made the trip to 
Reno to examine the land. Don fell in love not only with the ranch, but also with Crissie’s granddaughter, 
Sheila Seagrave Scharbach. He decided to option the entire ranch, and married Sheila in 1984. He spent 
several years having the property surveyed and engineered, eventually creating a master plan. Don 
wanted to retain the feeling of wide-open spaces with walking paths and jogging trails. He traded two 
sections of beautiful, forested property on the top of the ridge to the Bureau of Land Management so 
that no one could ever build on it. They also created Crissie Caughlin Park, Betsy Caughlin Donnelly 
Park, and Horseman’s Park. The dream he expected to take 20 years was completed in half that time.  
 
From today’s River Run development and east to Ferris Street was named the Lower Ranch. On the 
same side of the street as the ranch house, now known as Mayberry Meadows development, was the 
entrance to Caughlin Ranch. Patches of the old Verdi Road are still visible nearby. The dead tree in the 
pasture behind the house was once a big, beautiful Cottonwood, and nearby was Crissie’s apple orchard 
and her father’s grapevine. 
 
Sources: 
● From Land of the Buckaroo: Historic Ranches of Western Nevada By Holly Walton-Buchanana 
● http://caughlinhoa.com/pdf/fall2011.pdf 
● Portions of this article were taken from the book “Crissie Caughlin – Pioneer” the author - Sheila 

Lonie, Crissie’s granddaughter 
 
Sheriff William H. Caughlin’s Story 
William Caughlin was born in Australia on December 18, 1847. His parents, originally from Ireland, 
moved the family to San Francisco in 1850. William had blacksmith training and worked in San Francisco 
before moving to Nevada in 1864. He traveled through northern Nevada, mining and blacksmithing. He 
spent time in Virginia City before settling in Reno.  
 
Caughlin was elected sheriff of Washoe County in 1890 and served until 1895 with his brother as his 
undersheriff. He was sheriff at the time of the infamous lynching of Louis Ortiz in 1891 for the shooting 
of night constable of Reno, Richard Nash. Ortiz was well know for causing problems such as stabbings 
and bar fights across a few states. His shooting of Richard Nash caused outrage and a group of vigilantes 
to take things into their own hands. Ortiz was broken out of the jail by the group and taken to the Old 
Virginia Street Bridge, just north of the courthouse. The group tied a noose around his neck and hanged 
him. According to superstition, Ortiz’s ghost could be seen walking along the bridge late at night until 
the bridge was torn down in 1905.  

Ortiz’s lynching is the only recorded lynching in Reno and caused its citizens distress, fearing the incident 
would reflect poorly on the city. As a result, they organized the first Nevada Day.  

Sources: 
Tahoe Weekly: “Vigilante Hanging in Reno” 
KOLO News: Origins of Nevada Day Celebrations Linked to 1891 Reno Lynching 
 

http://caughlinhoa.com/pdf/fall2011.pdf
https://thetahoeweekly.com/2019/08/vigilante-hanging-in-reno/
https://www.kolotv.com/home/headlines/Origins-of-Nevada-Day-Celebrations-Linked-to-1891-Reno-Lynching-337845241.html

