
Every time it rains, there is a potential for thousands of pounds of pet waste to
be washed from yards and sidewalks into the storm sewer. The waste, along
with the bacteria and other pollutants that it carries, flows with the stormwater
into streams, ponds, lakes, and rivers. Most stormwater does not get any kind of
treatment before it enters a water body, leaving bacteria like giardia or
salmonella. When pet waste is washed into lakes and streams, the waste decays,
using up using up oxygen and sometimes releasing ammonia. Low oxygen levels and
ammonia combined with warm temperatures kill fish. Pet waste contributes to the
high bacteria levels that make rivers and lakes unsafe for swimming or fishing.
Pet waste can also be harmful in your own backyard as it can contaminate
groundwater. Be a good neighbor and dispose of it.

Pet waste is a type of pollution that can easily be reduced. As a pet owner, you
have several options that will protect water quality as well as the health of
people and pets throughout the neighborhood and watershed. The best way to
reduce pet waste in our community is to prepare. Some simple solutions include 
tying a recycled bag to the leash, purchasing a leash attachment with bags, 
and for at-home care, hiring a professional pet waste removal service. Having a
clean eclean environment is of primary importance for our health and economy. Clean 
waterways provide recreation, commercial opportunities, fish habitat, and add
beauty to our landscape. All of us benefit from clean water - and all of us have a
role in getting water clean. 

Tails & Treats
• Pet waste may contain parasites that
   can make your children sick if they
   come into contact with it.

• A day̓s worth of waste from just one
   large dog can contain 7.8 billion fecal
   coliform bacteria.

• • Nutrients from pet waste contribute
   to algae growth in water bodies.

• Bacteria in pet waste can make
   rivers and lakes unsafe for
   swimming.

• It is a violation of Washoe County
   code 55.130 animal waste disposal, to
   n   not pick up after your pet.

• Penalties for violating code 55.130 
   include up to 6 months of imprisonment
   or a fine of a minimum $50 to $1,000.

 

tie
the

Unsecured bags can still spread
bacteria when dumped. Waste
management will appreciate that 
the bags are completely secured. 


